
MARTON-CUM-GRAFTON PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 20 MAY  2026  

at 7.30PM in the Memorial Hall 

Present: Mr R Shepherd (RS) Chair; Alex Robinson (AR) Vice Chair; Hugh Creasey (HC) Sandra 
Windross (SW) Clerk.   
 
Resident attendance 8 

Election of Chairman 

Rob Shepherd was nominated and voted in unanimously as Chairman for the ensuing year and signed 
his acceptance of office. 

Election of Vice Chairman 

Alex Robinson  

Election of other Village Representative 

Village Hall Alex Robinson confirmed he was happy to continue.  

Police and Crime liaison -  Alex Robinson 

RS read through his annual report (find attached)  

Annual Meeting closed: 7.46pm 

Normal monthly Parish Council meeting 

1. Apologies  

Apologies received Cllr Arabella Cornelius 

2. Declarations of Interest 

02.01 To receive any declarations of interest not already declared under the Council’s Code of 
Conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary interest and the receive and consider any 
applications for dispensation non received.   

3. Minutes of the meeting held on 8th April 2026 

The minutes of the above meeting was formally approved and signed by the Chairman.  

4. NYC matters 

AW mentioned he had been asked in another parish meeting what he did as a councillor. He responded 
that in the last 12 months he has travelled 11,500 miles, attended 252 meetings and 62 surgeries. He 
also sits on the National Park Committee as a trustee representing NYC, works with the Groundwork 
charity and is also on the Ainsty Drainage Board.  His next surgery is this Friday morning at Great 
Ouseburn with Green Hammerton in the afternoon. Future surgery dates can be viewed on the 
Harrogate and District Green Party Facebook Page. 

AW advised we should revisit the Call for Sites in the North Yorkshire Area as this has been opened for 
an additional six weeks to encourage additional sites to be submitted.  

 

 



5. Matters arising from previous meetings  

5.1 Playing fields and Woodlands (inc Marton Wood) – application for funding for rabbit proof 
fencing around the playground area remails outstanding with the National Lottery. RS hopeful of an 
outcome shortly. The Woodlands Group is looking at purchasing a replacement storage/shipping 
container and removing the existing one. 

5.2 Childrens play area – HC advised our insurers are unlikely to contest a personal injury claim 
unless someone has gone round and checked the play equipment monthly and documented 
accordingly. The guidelines suggest there also be professional quarterly inspections, it was agreed to 
revisit Park Lane Playgrounds to inspect 3 times a year with the formal, annual, Council inspection acting 
as the fourth one.    

5.3 Kiln Garth Management Company Update – We still have heard nothing back from the initial 
meeting with Stephen Lynn of Brierley Homes.  Subsequently RS met with Faye Waite of Brierley to sign 
the documents for the sale of the final property at Kiln Garth and asked her to chase up the situation.  
RS will give her a call tomorrow.  AW has raised the issue today with the new Managing Director of 
Brierley Homes and received assurances that the points will be looked into.  Having agreed to open a 
dedicated bank account for the Management Company, RS confirmed the application for the bank 
account is in its final phase with AML and Credit checks and a zoom meeting undertaken between HSBC 
and the directors. However, the Companies House entry for Kiln Garth Management had mistakenly 
listed the Parish Council as ‘Persons with Significant Control’. This is not permitted with a company 
limited by guarantee with no shareholders, hence the wording is being altered. Once this has been 
rectified the banking application process can proceed. 

6. Village Hall 

No updates. 

7. Planning Matters 

7.1 The following planning applications were received and discussed: 

26/01539/DISCON Application for approval of Himalayan Balsam eradication under condition 16 of 
Section 73 permission 25/02645/DVCON - in respect of alterations to permitted planning permission 
ZC24/00769/FUL for the erection of a dwelling with solar panels, garage with first floor office, detached 
sun room, various landscaping works including drive and felling of trees, installation of air source heat 
pump.at Pond House Limebar Lane Marton Cum Grafton North Yorkshire – Council had no objections. 

7.2 The following approvals/refusals received: 

26/01667/TCON Crown lift of 2 metres to provide clearance from buildings and crown lift of 1 metre to 
provide clearance from utility wires to 1 no. Cherry tree in Marton Cum Grafton Conservation Area. We 
have been advised by a tree surgeon to apply for crown lifting to provide 2 meter clearance from the 
garage block and 1 meter from the wires. Beck Farm House Grafton Lane Marton Cum Grafton North 
Yorkshire YO51 9QJ  Granted 

7.3 Enforcement 

There were no enforcement matters discussed at the meeting.  

8. Call for Sites – NYC  

This was discussed under NYC matters. 



9. Financial Matters  

9.1 The bank reconciliation/financial reconciliation was noted. 

 9.2 Payment of accounts received 

 9.3 The year end accounts we considered and approved. 

 9.4 Marton cum Grafton Parish Council certified as exempt from external audit for fiscal 
year 2026/27 

 9.5 The Annual Internal Audit report for 2025/26 included at page 4 of the Annual 
Governance and Accountability Return 2025/2026 was confirmed.. 

 9.6 Council approved Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 for Marton cum 
Grafton Parish Council on page 5 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 
2025/26 

 9.7 Council approved Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2025/26 for Marton cum Grafton 
Parish Council on page 6 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 

 9.8 Council approved the publication of documents required by Accounts and Audit 
Regulations 2015, the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015, S12020/404 
The Accounts and Audit (Coronavirus) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 and The 
Transparency code for Small Authorities 

10. Review of CIL/Section 106 monies – it was agreed to try to hold a meeting with NYC. 

 
11. Minor matters and Agenda Items for the next meeting 
A notice has been placed on the door to the pavilion WC at the playing fields advising anyone who 
wishes to gain entry to ring Spellows for the code. This is to prevent the shop having to let visitors use 
their facilities, particularly during the school holidays. 

 Approval was given for red paint for the phone boxes £60.98 including Vat  

Neighbourhood watch new signs - some are already in place; others have been moved to more suitable 
locations.   There are four more to go up.  

It was agreed to look at opening a dedicated charities Building Society account for an improved rate of 
interest on Parish funds. 

No date was fixed for the next meeting, this will be set later.    The meeting closed at 20.45pm 


