Chairman’s Annual Report
Marton cum Grafton Parish Council 2025/2026

Welcome all to the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council and my Chairmans’s Report
for the year.

The year started on a disappointing note with planning approval granted by North
Yorkshire Council on 10 June for the proposed Asphalt Plant near the Allerton Park
Waste Recovery Plant. Although this is technically out with the confines of the
Parish, the threat of air & noise pollution from the site and the increase of heavy
traffic on the A168 meant we played a central role in attempting to have the proposal
rejected. My thanks to Michael Emsley & Bella Cornelius of the Communities against
Toxins Group who applied an extraordinary amount of time, effort and expertise to
this campaign.

The Strategic Planning Committee meeting at County Hall in Northallerton, attended
by many residents, was a poor reflection of process at North Yorkshire Council being
poorly chaired, littered with assumptions & misinformation whilst being met with total
indifference by some of those councillors on the committee.

However, following extensive legal advice, it was decided not to pursue the
expensive option of a Judicial Review.

As ever, the June Open Gardens event was a resounding success with a mass of
satisfied visitors and an entertaining, well-earned after-party on Grafton green. The
Parish Council wishes to extend our thanks to the organising committee and all
those who gave of their time to make the event such a success and help raise
monies for village projects.

Following engagement with the organisers of the July weekend event in the field off
Grafton Lane which had elicited numerous complaints last year, an equitable solution
was agreed and it passed off peacefully. Part of the agreement was an official
application by the organisers for a Temporary Events Notice (TEN). It is worth
reminding residents that under the Licensing Act 2003 any small-scale private or
public event involving licensable activities, such as the playing of amplified music,
requires a TEN to be obtained from the County Council. Failure to comply is a
criminal offence.

In September our County Councillor, Arnold Warneken, informed us of the budget
preparations underway at NYC with a £52m deficit to bridge from reserves, as ever
the largest challenge comes from the provision of Adult Social Care and Special
Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). In more immediate matters, and largely
thanks to lobbying by Clir Warneken, the Local Government Boundary Commission
Consultation concluded the proposal to link communities on opposite sides of the
River Ure & Ouse is not a suitable arrangement. As such the proposal is for MCG to



remain linked to the division encompassing Ouseburn, Hammerton & Whixley
reflecting long established community ties.

In September HAGS, the playground equipment firm, completed an extensive re-fit
and repair of the play area on the playing fields. The application for Lottery Funding
to encircle the site with rabbit proof fencing remains outstanding, but a decision is
expected soon.

The Kiln Garth saga with Brierley Homes continues to rumble on. In last years report
| compared the timeline from planning consent through to the sale of the properties
to that of World War 2 and hoped, by the equivalent of VVJ Day, the final sale would
have been completed. I'm pleased to report the sale of the final property has now
concluded, but the timeline exceeded the VJ Day milestone by some 3 months.
However, the issue regarding the transfer of the Public Open Space to the
management company is no further forward. Until this is concluded Brierley Homes
will not have fully vacated their interest in the development. In hindsight a more
appropriate time horizon for illustrative purposes should have been the 100 Years
War.

We decided not to pursue a Local/Neighbourhood Plan for the Parish. In recent
years these have lost their allure, and planning departments are riding roughshod
over their conclusions, largely negating their purpose. They are also expensive
undertakings and the Government grants which until recently subsidised
implementation have been withdrawn. In addition, the original HBC plan is still
current and the upcoming NYC plan is under development. We believe our focus is
best served to influence the proposed NYC Local Plan.

The graveyard extension plans are ongoing. The existing graveyard is approaching
capacity but thanks to the generosity of a resident additional land has been offered.
The transfer is for a nominal fee, but the major cost will be planning approval, with
many surveys anticipated. Whilst we have agreed to use some S106 funds that
were allocated specifically for cemeteries for this purpose it appears that NYC were
unaware of the separation (in 1876!) of our church from the graveyard and hence we
have hit a bureaucratic wall, but one we are hopeful of surmounting.

Another relic from the nineteenth century has been the postal address of the Parish
Council. Since 1894 it has been linked to the home address of the Parish Clerk. In
the days when most correspondence was by post and scans/email didn’t exist this
made sense, but less so in todays world. Hence we have registered the Memorial
Hall as the official address for the Parish Council and installed a post box on the
wall. One benefit of this arrangement is that we’ll no longer have to go through the
laborious process of changing the various PC addresses, such as our bank
accounts, every time we have a change of personnel, or when our Clerk moves
house.



To finish on a positive note, we were informed by Chrysalis Arts in March they were
to surrender their Marton Wood lease agreement with NYC. The Parish Council, in
consultation with NYC and Chrysalis Arts, have agreed to take over the lease and
thereby ensure the enjoyment of the wood by residents for many years to come.

My final comment is to thank all the many volunteers who willingly give of their time
and expertise to make life in Marton cum Grafton so rewarding and ensure it remains
a great place to live. This includes my colleagues on the Parish Council and our
County Councillor Arnold Warneken, the Primary School, the new team at the
Punchbowl, Christ Church, the wonderful Spellows staff, the Open Gardens
Committee, W], litter and bin volunteers, neighbourhood watch committee, playing
fields & pavilion volunteers, playground inspectors, village grass mowers, the
Helmes charity trust, village hall & tennis committees, and no doubt many | have
omitted.



